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Cranky was unloading a box for Sir Topham Hatt. The box was marked URGENT.
“Humpf,” creaked Cranky. “What’s so urgent about this package?”




Thomas heard Cranky’s question.
“If it says urgent, we should get it to Sir Topham Hatt as fast as we can!” he said. “I’ll take it!”




Just then, Gordon pulled up next to Thomas.
“An urgent package needs a speedy train,” said Gordon. “I’m the fastest train here, so I will have to take the package.”




Gordon took the package and set off immediately.
Thomas was left behind. “I could have gotten it there quickly,” he peeped.




Gordon hurried down the track and took a hilly shortcut. Suddenly, he saw a red signal. Some rocks had fallen across his path. He was stuck!




Just then, Toby came by on an open track.
“Help!” said Gordon. “I have an urgent package for Sir Topham Hatt.”




“I can take it down the hill,” said Toby.
“Thank you!” Gordon called as Toby chugged away.




Toby clickety-clacked quickly down the hill.




Percy was waiting at the bottom.
“Thank you for bringing the urgent package down,” said Percy. “Now I can take it to Sir Topham Hatt.”




“Sir Topham Hatt will be very proud of me,” Percy tooted as he hurried along.




Percy rounded a bend and saw James ahead of him pulling two Troublesome Trucks. James was going very slowly because the trucks had their brakes on.




“We want to take the package,” said the Troublesome Trucks. “We won’t release our brakes until you give it to us.”




Percy was very mad, but he knew that the urgent package had to get to Sir Topham Hatt quickly. With a sigh, he gave it to the trucks.




“No more trouble from you trucks,” said James. The trucks released their brakes. James and the trucks quickly left Percy behind.




James was glad that he would be the one to deliver this urgent package now.
James was going so fast he almost didn’t see …




 … the broken track!
“Oh, no!” wailed James. “Now Sir Topham Hatt will never get his urgent package.”




“I’ll take the urgent package,” said Harold, landing next to James. He took the package and flew off.




Harold soared over the countryside. He looked down and saw Thomas pulling into Tidmouth Station.
Thomas had been faster than Gordon after all!




“Where’s my package?” Sir Topham Hatt asked.




Just then, Harold landed. “I have it, sir,” he said. Then he told Thomas and Sir Topham Hatt what had happened.




Finally, Sir Topham Hatt opened the urgent package. What could be inside?




It’s a shiny new hat!




“Just in time for tonight’s big party,” Sir Topham Hatt said, putting the hat on his head. “And, Thomas, next time there is an urgent package …”




“…  I want you to bring it!”






Christmas in Wellsworth
Easter in Harwick
Halloween in Anopha
James and the Red Balloon
Misty Island Rescue 
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Trouble in the Tunnel*
*A STEP INTO READING® leveled reader
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Look for these other exciting Thomas & Friends e-books.
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